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THE EMBU COUNTY HEALTH SERVICES BILL, 2024
A Bill for

AN ACT of the County Assembly of Embu to provide for the
implementation of Section 2 of Part 2 of the Fourth Schedule to
the Constitution 2010 on county health services and for
connected purposes

ENACTED by the County Assembly of Embu, as follows—
PART I—PRELIMINARY

L

Short title

1. This Act may be cited as the Embu County Health Services Act,
2024.

Interpretation

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“Authorized Officer” means any officer duly authorized by the Chief
Officer in writing, or a Police Officer above the rank of inspector as per
the Public Health Act Cap. 242;

“Chief Officer” means the Chief Officer responsible for county
medical services;

“Committee” means the Committee of a health center or dispensary
established under section 11;

“County” means Embu County;

“County health facility” means a public health facility within the
County;

“County Health Management Team” means county health
management team under section 29;

County Health Sector Stakeholders Forum” means the County
€ m established under section 38;

the County Department responsible for county
d by the County Executive Committee;

process of enabling people to increase
e their health and includes health
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education, discase prevenuon rehabilitation services, and health
enhancement through the empowerment of patients, their relatives, and

employees in the improvement of health-related physical, mental and
social well-being;

“Health System™ means organization of people, institutions, and
resources that deliver healthcare services to meet the health needs of target
populations;

“Health Products and Technologies” refers to and includes products
or materials used in the delivery of health care services namely:
pharmaceuticals, non-pharmaceutlca]s, nutraceuticals, vaccines and
therapeutic antisera, medical equipment and devices, medical appliances
and materials, health technologies, laboratory supplies and reagents, dental
materials, hospital consumables, and any other material or equipment as
may be necessary for the delivery of health care services in the county;

“Hospital Board” means the Board of Hospital which is an oversight
body established under Section 9,

“Quality and Compliance Assurance Unit” means the Quality and
Compliance Assurance Unit established under section 34; and

“Sub-County Health Management Team” means the sub-county
health management team established under section 31.

Purpose of the Act

3. The purpose of the Act is to provide for the implementation of
section 2 of Part 2 of the Fourth Schedule to the Constitution and provide
for a legal framework for—

(a) promoting access to health services;

(b) facilitating the realization of the right to health care as provided
e under Artlcle 43 of the Constitution;

realization of consumer health rights in
Atticle 46 of the Constitution; and

ion of the Facilities Improvement

: de ‘the implementation of this

‘the County Department of
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() henlth services shall be available, accessible, acceptable,
altndabile, mid of good quatity and standard,

(6)  health rights of individuals shall be upheld, observed, promoted,
il prenected; and

() provision of health services shall focus on strengthening health
wymems (o improve health outcomes,

PART I HEALTH SERVICES MANAGEMENT
Funetions of the Department
8, The Department responsible for county health services shall—

() co-ordinate the provision of preventive, curative, and
rehabilitative health services,

(b) develop health policies, regulations, and programs, and
coordinate their implementation;

(¢c) coordinate the implementation of national health policies and
laws at the county level;

(d) coordinate public and private sector health programs and
systems at the county level,;

(e) liaise with regulatory bodies in the enforcement of norms,
standards, and best health practices;

() mmmd:emdnnedmdnnplmmnedmﬂwCountymeets
and conforms 1o international scientific standards of quality in
its design, implementation, analysis, and dissemination;

(g) ensure compliance with standards for health facilities and health
SETVICES,

m w&y—m—dlyhmmm&xDemenmt

e bvases i sentibincsicn 23l i Al
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eliminating the disparity in realization of theob;ectrfotT this Act
for the minority, special groups, marginalized and disadvantaged
populations;

(m) License and control undertakings that sell food to the public:

(n) control the management of cemeteries, funeral homes and
crematoria;

(0) oversee the management and governance of county health
facilities and facilitate their development;

(p) provide liaison with the national government in the
implementation of health policies, and programs;

(q) develop policies and Regulations for the control of health risk
factors and initiating relevant mitigating measures and programs
in collaboration with other agencies;

(r) promote the realization of health rights;

(s) develop a policy framework for implementation and
enhancement of the health facilities improvement financing;

(t) develop and manage the county health referral system including
ambulance services; :

(u) ensure that the purpose of this Act and the principles of health
services provided under section 4 are realized;

(v) facilitate registration, licensing, and accreditation of health
service providers and health facilities respectively according to
standards set by the national ministry responsible for health and
relevant regulatory bodies;

-ordinate and conduct high-quality research and ensure
mination of research findings;

d waste and guarantee environmental sanitation;

 activities to ensure complementary inputs,
and provide for cross-referral, where
om institutions within the county and

ent, strengthening, and expansion of a
management system;

plementation of this Act;
statistics, and information related
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(cc)  monitor and evaluate the lmplcmentallon of this Act and

(dd) carry out any other function for the realization of the purpose
of the Act and as may from time to time be assigned by the

County Executive Committee.

Staff

6. (1) The County Public Service Board shall, in consultation with
the Executive Member and with the approval of the County Executive
Committee establish positions, structure, and appoint such staff under the
Department, including county health facilities in accordance with
provisions of the County Governments Act, 2012, for implementation of
this Act.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a health facility management
shall, in consultation with the County Public Service Board and the
relevant Chief Officer recruit such staff as are necessary on a short-term or
part-time basis to provide essential services.

Classification of county health facilities
7. (1) County health facilities shall be classified as follows—
(a) County Hospital or Level 5;
(b) Sub-County Hospital or level 4;
(c) Health Centre or level 3;
(d) Dispensary or level 2; and
(e) Community health unit or level 1.

(2) The Executive Member may with the approval of the County
ve Committee designate a sub-county hospital to be a county
_consultation with the County Health Management Team and

shall organize and manage the delivery of the
ts level of care and classification.

ne sub-county hospital;
h center; and
and community health units in each
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(2)The Executive Member shall, with the approval of the County
Executive Committee prescribe the category applicable to each county
health facility described under subsection (1) upon meeting specified
criteria for a facility.

(3) The Executive Member shall with the approval of the county
executive committee and other relevant national bodies gazette new and
existing health facilities as prescribed in subsection (1).

Board of Hospital

9.(1) A county and a sub-county hospital shall be governed by a
Board.

(2) A County Hospital Board shall comprise of—

(a) anon-executive chairperson appointed by the Governor with the
approval of the County Assembly;

(b) the Medical Superintendent who shall be the secretary,

(c) the sub-county administrator of the sub-county in which the
facility is domiciled,

(d) two persons representing faith-based organisations in the
county;

(e) one person representing non-governmental organizations
providing health services in the county;

(f) one certified accountant: and
(g) three county residents with relevant knowledge and experience.

(3) The Members of the Board under subsection (2) (d), (e) (f), and
hall bg 'appomted by the Governor subject to the approval of the

| Ital board shall comprise of—

on appomted by the Executive
the County Assembly;

ho shall be the secretary,
the sub-county in which the

-based organisations in the sub-






